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I Peter 4:1-8

Emphasis v. 8
Introduction
It is the goal of this lesson to examine closely the great lessons that are taught by Peter in v. 1-8 of the book of I Peter. I encourage all to give close and serious consideration to the things that will be shared from this lesson that we might strive to make proper application in our lives, thereby making us a more dedicated, loving, forgiving, and caring people.

Body of Lesson
v. 1 - for as much refers back to I Peter 3:18 (the suffering & death of Jesus for our sins).

        We need the same mind as Jesus - He suffered for us and we should be willing to 

        suffer for the cause of Christ and righteousness I Peter 4:15-19
v. 2 - We have to escape the “lust of men,” in other words, the practices of sinful men.

         After baptism and becoming members of the body of Christ, we are to strive to 

         leave the sinful practices / things we did Romans 6:1-2
v. 3 - A. Will of the Gentiles means - the manner of those who are still heathen, which 

              means, one who is not a worshiper of God.

          B. Walked in lasciviousness - to continue in the ways of filthy desires.

          C. Lust - desire for what is forbidden 

              (somebody said - forbidden is always the sweetest)

          D. Excess of wine - drunkenness / excessive use 

               (remember Paul told Timothy to take a little wine for his stomach 

               I Timothy 5:23)

          E. Revellings \ banquetings - disorderly or riotous conduct 

              (these two similar meaning)

v. 4 - They - are the gentiles or unconverted - people that are not converted to the cause 

         for Christ who wonder why you / we don’t want to do some of the same things they 

         do.

v. 5 - Shall give account - People that persecute Christians will answer to Jesus Christ.

         He that is ready to judge the quick and dead - is Jesus Christ II Timothy 4:1
         A. There will be some living when Jesus Christ comes I Corinthians 15:51
         B. Jesus will judge the living and dead (quick & dead Acts 10:42 & Acts 17:31)

v. 6 - That which was preached was the “Gospel” (God’s power to save Romans 1:16) 

         This preaching was to “the dead,” dead and in the spirit land when Peter wrote, but 

         were alive and in the world when the gospel was preached to them.

         Emphasize - Their being alive when it was preached & dead when this was written.

v. 7 - The end of all things is at hand - near in other words, whether in real life time or based on 

         The fact that our lives are not very long and henceforth the time is near James 4:14
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v. 7 - (cont.) Watch unto prayer - has the same meaning as watch and pray as Jesus taught in 

         Matthew 26:41. See also I Thessalonians 5:6-8 (be alert & laboring constantly as Jesus is            coming). Don’t be fooled into thinking, I’ve got plenty of time! Always remember that 

         even Jesus doesn’t know the time of his second coming Matt. 24:42 and Matt. 24:36. 

v. 8 - Fervent in love - fervent from the Greek meaning, to stretch out, as a string drawn tight on

         an instrument (this suggest the strong love saints should have for one another).

         See I Peter 1:22 and John 13:34-35
         Above all things - before other things in order of importance.

         The following verse is different in meaning than the one above but is a good point for                     this lesson.
         James 5:19 (note, read, and explain as follows) The design of the writer points out that the

         love we have for our brother should make us busy in trying to restore them to the fold (back           to the truth) so that God may forgive them, thus covering their sins.

         (Emphasize - that we are to pray for the sinners change of heart, not God saving in that con)

         Love covers it covers is kalupto (from the Greek) which signifies to cover.

         Fervent love (fervent - our / us stretching out to) will cause us to be able to cover, overlook,

         look pass, maybe even not see at all the flaws of others (so is my definition).

         Explain dating and how we can be told something negative or derogatory about the person

         one is dating and care for that person so greatly that you didn’t allow self to see clearly

         enough the accuracy of said accusations ........ How many times have you heard the old

         question - “I wonder what in the world he/ she sees in him / her?”

         We are to be somewhat like that towards one another in that we are to desire to stretch                    ourselves out to our brothers and sisters in such a way that we desire / prefer to see the                   good in our brothers and sisters. 

Conclusion

When we realize the major benefit that can be realized by those that take advantage of the great love that has been demonstrated for man by God, we can truly understand how “Love Covers it.”
