 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1“Loving You like We Love Ourselves”
Matthew 22:36-40 (emphasis v. 39)

Romans 12:9-13 (emphasis v. 13 - “given to hospitality”)

Introduction
The occasion of our text finds us listening in on a conversation between the Pharisees and Jesus as a result of our Lord’s silencing of the Sadducees. The Sadducees (see Matthew 22:23-33) who did not believe in resurrection asked Jesus about a woman whose husband died and married repeatedly to the husbands brothers, of which there were seven. (I don’t want to elaborate on this circumstance). Whose wife would she be in the resurrection? They where not concerned about the issue at hand but were trying to create a problem for Jesus. He (Jesus) responds in such a way that they are so astonished that they are silenced (see Matthew 22:33-34). It is this circumstance that the Pharisees now take a shot at our Savior.

Hospitality - (from the Greek) to entertain strangers (Romans 12:13).

Hospitality - (from Webster) The act, practice, or quality of being hospitable. 

   Hospitable - Friendly, kind, and solicitous toward guest.  

Body of Lesson
I. Regardless of who it is, be kind! 

   A. Do good to all men, especially the household of faith Galatians 6:10
   B. Love must be real “without dissimulation” Romans 12:9 
     1. Dissimulation means fake / hypocrisy

   C. Stick to good “cleave to that which is good” Romans 12:9

     1. “Cleave” means to glue, to stick.

II. We must love & lead

   A. “Be kindly affectioned” means to be prone (inclined to) to love Romans 12:10  

   B. “Preferring one another” Romans 12:10

     1. Preferring - to lead the way for others (lead by example)

   C. “Rejoicing in hope” says one scholar is the idea that we can be happy as we are in pursuit of           

        our crown although we have not actually laid hold of it yet Romans 12:12.     

      1. Explain that we don’t have to have it to know it’s possible (that’s what faith ask of us).

III. Beneficiaries of our love & hospitality

   A. Strangers - Hebrews 13:2
   B. Enemies - Romans 12:20-21
   C. Orphans & Widows - James 1:27
      1. See also Mark 14:7 (woman pours ointment on Jesus)

   D. Sick - Matthew 25:36 

   E. Imprisoned - Matthew 25:36
   F. Friends - I John 4:7-12
   G. Christians - Galatians 6:10
   H. Family - I Timothy 5:8
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IV. Meeting needs by love & hospitality

   A. We are to be distributers “distributing” means to share with others, communicate, be a                   partaker Romans 12:13.

   B. We are to relieve the destitute “necessity” means a state of destitution Romans 12:13.

        Destitute - not having; being without; lacking.

Conclusion

I. Regardless of who it is, we must be kind to all men.

II. We must love and lead by example

III. There are beneficiaries of our love & hospitality as has been noted by scripture

IV. Meeting needs by love & hospitality is a viable reality for God’s People

