Marriage Ceremony for

_____________________ & ____________________
Saturday, November ______, 20________
I. Who gives this Bride in marriage? 

II. Friends, we are here assembled in the presence of God to join this man 
    ________________ and this woman ________________ in the bonds 
    of holy wedlock to send them forth with our prayers, Christian encouragement, and     

    support. If anyone present knows any reason why they should not be thus united, 
    let him speak now and give such reason or forever hold his peace.
III. (To the couple) When God made the first man Adam, He said it was not good for 

     man to be alone, even in paradise (read Genesis 2:18-24).

     We read also from Matthew 19:4-6b what Jesus said about this commitment.

IV. What marriage was to Adam and Eve in the beginning, it will be to you, if you have it 

       in your hearts to beautify and sweeten it by the daily practice of the golden rule, and 

       by taking with you into wedlock a large measure of kindness, patience, and       

       forbearance, along with a charitable spirit, all of which I charge it upon you before 

       God to remember and to perform.

V. May I urge it upon you to make the word of God a lamp unto your feet along life’s 

     pathway.

VI. Encouragement to _______________ & _______________
      For _______________ - read - Proverbs 31:10-31
      For _______________ - read - Ephesians 5:22-25 skip to v. 28-29
        “     ”        “          ”   - I Corinthians 11:3 

      (________ don’t abuse headship, we have to answer to the lord as husbands as well!)

VII. In token of your decided choice of each other to be companions through and for life, 

        you will now join your right hands.

       Do you each desire and hereby agree to take each other as husband and wife to live 

       together as God has commanded? (Pause and allow them both to answer) And do 

       you solemnly promise before God and these witnesses that you will love, honor, and 

       cherish each other in sickness and in adversity? (Pause and allow them both to 

       answer) And that you will forsake all others and keep yourselves to each other only 

       and that you will be faithful and true to each other, and to your marriage vows, as 

       long as you both shall live upon the earth? (Pause and allow them both to answer)
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VIII. (To __________) Do you have a token which you wish to give the bride, and with 

         which to seal your marriage vows? (Ask _________ to hand me the ring) This is a 

         lovely and beautiful ring, an emblem of the pure and enduring love which you are 

         to cherish for each other until death do you part.( ______ takes ring and places it)         

         _____, repeat after me to ________ the following: With this ring - I thee do wed – 

         and with all my worldly goods - and my heart’s most faithful affections - I thee  

         endow, and pledge to thee my loyalty - and faithfulness - until death do us part.  
         (To ________) Do you have a token which you wish to give _____, and with which 

         to seal your marriage vows? (Ask ________ to hand me the ring) This is a lovely 

         and beautiful ring, an emblem of the pure and enduring love which you are to 

         cherish for each other until death do you part. (________ takes ring and places it) 

         _________, repeat after me to _____ the following: With this ring - I thee do wed – 

         and with all my worldly goods - and my heart’s most faithful affections - I thee 

         endow, and pledge to thee my loyalty - and faithfulness - until death do us part.

IX. Prayer 

X. For as much as you have covenanted together in the bonds of holy wedlock and have 

      sealed your marriage vows by giving and receiving these rings, I therefore as a 

      minister of the gospel, and by virtue of the authority vested in me by your marriage 

      license, do pronounce you husband and wife. “And what God has joined together, let 

      no man put asunder.” 

       (To _______________) You may now salute your bride! ;-)

XI. Ladies and Gentlemen, It gives me great pleasure to present unto you, 
       Mr & Mrs. ____________________ . 
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Genesis 2:18-24 - And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him. 19 And out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field, and every fowl of the air; and brought [them] unto Adam to see what he would call them: and whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that [was] the name thereof. 20 And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to every beast of the field; but for Adam there was not found an help meet for him. 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the LORD God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam said, This [is] now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Matthew 19:4-6b - And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made [them] at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. 
Proverbs 31:10-31 - Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price [is] far above rubies. 

11 The heart of her husband doth safely trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 12 She will do him good and not evil all the days of her life. 13 She seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly with her hands. 14 She is like the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food from afar. 15 She riseth also while it is yet night, and giveth meat to her household, and a portion to her maidens. 16 She considereth a field, and buyeth it: with the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 17 She girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheneth her arms. 18 She perceiveth that her merchandise [is] good: her candle goeth not out by night. 19 She layeth her hands to the spindle, and her hands hold the distaff. 20 She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy. 21 She is not afraid of the snow for her household: for all her household [are] clothed with scarlet. 22 She maketh herself coverings of tapestry; her clothing [is] silk and purple. 23 Her husband is known in the gates, when he sitteth among the elders of the land. 24 She maketh fine linen, and selleth [it]; and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. 25 Strength and honour [are] her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. 26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue [is] the law of kindness. 27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread of idleness. 28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband [also], and he praiseth her. 29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 30 Favour [is] deceitful, and beauty [is] vain: [but] a woman [that] feareth the LORD, she shall be praised. 

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her own works praise her in the gates.
Ephesians 5:22-25 & Ephesians 5:28-29 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so [let] the wives [be] to their own husbands in every thing. 
25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:
I Corinthians 11:3 - But I would have you know, that the head of every man is Christ; and the head of the woman [is] the man; and the head of Christ [is] God.
