THE CLAY IN THE POTTER’S HANDS
Jeremiah 18:1-10
INTRODUCTION
Jeremiah eighteen is a very powerful chapter of scripture for several reasons. From verse one thru ten we are able to see and understand the object lesson that God shows Jeremiah through the common potter that the Lord charged him to go and see. In the potter’s house does God allow to be seen (understood) the figure of a potter in correlation to God’s absolute power over nations (man). In verse eleven thru seventeen is the demonstration of judgments threatened to Judah for her revolt against God. Concluding in verse eighteen thru twenty-three is a plot against Jeremiah for his counsel from God to the people and Jeremiah’s praying to God that He will “overthrow” those that desire his (Jeremiah’s) demise. For our time together do we focus on verse one thru ten in the lesson titled “THE CLAY IN THE POTTER’S HANDS.”
BODY OF LESSON
I. DIRECTION, DECIPHER, DEPART [go/do] (Jeremiah 18:1-3)
   A. God gives Jeremiah directions through His word Jeremiah 18:1-2sd
      1. God gives us direction through His word (See Rom. 15:4, II Tim. 2:15, II Tim. 3:16-17, Rom. 10:17)
      2. Note that God allowed Jeremiah to both see (v. 3-4) and hear (v. 5) the word.
        a. “I will cause thee to hear (hearken, understand) my words” Jeremiah 18:2 C & Jeremiah 18:5.
II. MARRED IN THE POTTER’S HANDS (Jeremiah 18:4)
   A. Vessel – Something prepared
        Marred – Corrupt, spoiled, ruined, utter waste
        Hand – The open one [indicating power, means, direction, etc.], this is distinct from the palm (center) of 
                      the hand [position here is important]. This seems to express greater freedom to the clay because       
                      the hand is positioned in open posture to allow greater flex for the clay.
    B. The clays corruption (of it’s own causing)
      1. Not that the Potter handled the clay anyway wrong but that the clay itself became defective / corrupt in 
          such fashion that it had to be reworked – “as seemed good to the potter to make it.” 
        a. Oft times the clay has a mind of it’s own (seeking to do it’s own thing - Romans 10:1-3, Matt 15:1-9) 
            (See Romans 12:1-2, I Timothy 6:17-18, I John 2:15-17, John 17:11-19)
      2. Notice that the corruption happened while in the Potter’s hands (while He shaped / worked the clay).
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III. WILL THE POTTER REPENT? (Jeremiah 18:8 & 10)
   A. When man repents, he changes his will and when God repents, He wills a change – a change in His plans – 
        due to the changed conditions surrounding the persons involved. 
   B. The Potter has repented before Genesis 6:6-7, Amos 7:1-6, II Kings 20:1-6 

CONCLUSION

Have you ever noticed that Rolls Royce and Bentley don't have commercials? REASON: They know the value of their product brings customers to them. LESSON: When you know your value, you don't have to beg people to like you, to be your mate, to spend time with you or to love you. Be confident in who you are . Everyone can't afford the LUXURY of your friendship. Repost if you know your worth.

Psalm 23:6
Psalms 23:6 (KJV) 
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Goodness - from <H2895> (towb); good (as an adjective) in the widest sense; used likewise as a noun, both in the masculine and the feminine, the singular and the plural (good, a good or good thing, a good man or woman; the good, goods or good things, good men or women), also as an adverb (well) :- beautiful, best, better, bountiful, cheerful, at ease, × fair (word), (be in) favour, fine, glad, good (deed, -lier, -liest, -ly, -ness, -s), graciously, joyful, kindly, kindness, liketh (best), loving, merry, × most, pleasant, + pleaseth, pleasure, precious, prosperity, ready, sweet, wealth, welfare, (be) well ([-favoured]).
Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary.
Mercy - from <H2616> (chacad); kindness; by implication (towards God) piety; rarely (by opposition) reproof, or (subjective) beauty :- favour, good deed (-liness, -ness), kindly, (loving-) kindness, merciful (kindness), mercy, pity, reproach, wicked thing.
Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary.
Follow – pursue, follow after. 
