 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1What must I do?
Acts 16:16-34

emphasis v. 30

Lesson Goal
The goal of this lesson is to explain Biblically speaking (via the authority of the Bible) what those who are not members of the Body (Church of Christ) must do

to be saved, as well as, point out that those of us who are members of the Body

must continue to “work out our soul salvation with fear and trembling” Phil. 2:12.

Introduction
Overview of Acts 16:16-34

Paul and Silas are on their way to pray (going to a place of prayer) and encounter a 

woman possessed with a spirit of divination.

Divination - The art or practice that seeks to foresee or foretell future events or 

                   discover hidden knowledge by the interpretation of omens or by the aid

                   of supernatural powers.

This woman also brought along her masters who were profiting well from this 

woman’s abilities (v. 16).

She followed Paul and Silas for may days saying basically that these men are servants of the most high God and that they could show the way to salvation (v. 17-18).

Paul grows tired / bothered by the woman after days of this and “turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her and it did (v. 18).

The woman’s masters become upset having seen this because they now loose or have lost a source of income. Therefore they take Paul and Silas to the magistrates where false charges are made against them (v. 19-21).

They (Paul & Silas) are stripped, beaten, and imprisoned after which the Jailor is given charge of them (v. 22-24).
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At midnight Paul and Silas pray and sing and suddenly there comes a great earthquake that caused the doors to be opened and the bands to be loosed 

(v. 25-26)
The Jailor called for a light, trembling, falls down before Paul and Silas and ask

“What must I do to be saved?”
The response comes back “believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shall be saved.... (v. 29-31)
they preached the Gospel unto him (v. 32) and he was baptized (v. 33).

Body
I. What
   A) Hear - v. 32 (Gospel preached)

     1. Romans 10:17 - So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of 

                                   God.

   B) Believe - -v. 31 (in Jesus Christ & the facts of the Gospel v. 32)

     1. Hebrews 11:6 - But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that 

                                   Cometh to God must believe that he is and that he is a 

                                   rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

   C) Repent - v. 33 (washed their stripes / change of heart / mind- repentance)

     1. Acts 17:30 - And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now 

                              commandeth all men everywhere to repent.

   D) Confess - I believe by faith that the Jailor confessed Jesus just like the Eunuch

                        did in Acts 8:37.

      1. Matthew 10:32-33 - Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him 

                                           will I confess before my Father which is in Heaven. But

                                           whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also

                                           deny before my Father which is in Heaven.

   E) Baptized - v. 33 (Baptism is a submersion)

     1. Acts 2:38 - Then Peter said unto them, repent, and be baptized everyone of 

                            you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye

                            shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
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II. Must
   A) Must - meaning from the Greek word DEI - it is necessary, one ought, 

        of necessity.

   B) Something of necessity means that there is no choice “this is it.” In order to be 

        saved, the jailor understood he had no other options, because this was a case 

        of “must do” (and the same is true for us today).

III. I
   A) Interesting that the Jailor, as we all should be, is first concerned about self.

     1. Later in these verses, we see that he and all his house were baptized (v. 33).

   B) Remember:

     1. Every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess Phil. 2:10
     2. Each man will give account - Romans 14:12
         Not Mama, Daddy, Brother, Sister, etc. for me or you but each one for self.

IV. DO - meaning to bring to pass: carry out (Webster’s)

   A) The above noted meaning calls for action.

   B) This question was asked 3 times in the book of Acts - Acts 2:37 on the day of

        Pentecost, Acts 16:30 by the Jailor, & Acts 22:10 by Saul of Tarsus.

   C) All were answered with do or need for action on their parts.

Conclusion
I know that all do not teach the same thing in response to the question that we have studied, but I encourage everyone to be like the Bereans and check behind me to see if these things are so (Acts 17:11). 

The final authority on matters like these must be the “Word of God.” Please check the Bible to see if these things are so!

In Christian Service,

Randy Cole Sims, Sr.
“The Master’s Servant”

