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SALUTATION
On behalf of my Family and myself I express my thanks to the God of Heaven for granting safe passage to Midwestern Christian Institute this seventh day of June two thousand and eight. We bring you greetings from the East Chestnut Church of Christ in Fort Wayne, Indiana where I am privileged to serve as the minister.

Thank those of you that have come hear to share with family, friends, and members of the body of Christ a milestone such as this. For those who shared your spouses with the school, your babies with M.W.C.I., and your patients as nights of study took them away from other obligations, thank God for your support and encouragement! 

Allow me to publicly thank Midwestern Christian Institute’s Director and my mentor Dr. Thompson for believing me competent enough to address this graduating class of 2008. To those that sit on the Board of Directors, please accept my most humble appreciation for your dedication and care for my Alma Mata and these that comprise this great family. Then to those that have labored in the classroom as instructors and the office as vital administrative servants, may God continue to bless and keep you for what you have done to impact lives and a future that has promise because God blessed your labor to be impacting even in a futuristic kind of way.

And lastly, but certainly not least, to those that are here today wearing your cap and gown which is a testament to the fact that you have devoted yourselves in such a scholarly fashion that you have been deemed worthy of being granted that sheepskin that says you are serious enough to have devoted years of study to reach this great auspicious occasion.     
INTRODUCTION
My encouragement to you 2008 graduates of Midwestern Christian Institute comes from II Timothy 2:1-5 with emphasis on verse five in particular. 

Scholars believe the year following Paul’s release from imprisonment, a great fire consumed more than half of the city of Rome. It is believed by many to have been instigated by the Emperor Nero. He accused the Christians of this fiendish act, which directed suspicion from the real culprit and then began a tough persecution of the Church of Christ. One of the victims of this persecution was Paul. Even though Paul was in the midst of great difficulties himself from prison again, he (Paul) would encourage his young charge Timothy. 
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BODY OF LESSON
I. Why Did You Do What You Did? Your Competitors (Strive / Contend – II Timothy 2:5)

   A) Strive – (from the Greek Word athleo) a contest. To contend in competitive games.
      1. Contend – To strive or vie in a contest or rivalry against difficulties (see II Tim. 2:3).
      2. Note the similarity to the term compete – to strive consciously or unconsciously for an 

          objective (as position, profit, or a prize).
a. We are competing for the souls of man kind

1. Mark 8:36 – what shall it profit a man to gain the whole world and loose his soul.

2. I Peter 5:8 – Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion walketh about seeking whom he may devour.

II. Why Did You Do What You Did? You desire the upper hand (Masteries – II Tim. 2:5)
A) “Strive for masteries” is rendered “contend in the games” by the Englishman’s Greek 

      New Testament.

B) Mastery – 1. The upper hand in a contest or competition.

           2. Possession or display of great skill or technique.

                          3. Skill or knowledge that makes one master of a subject.

   C) You / We have purpose / reason why we do what we do. 

      1. See I Cor. 9:24-28 (we desire an incorruptible crown I Cor. 9:25 & I Peter 5:4)
      2. There is a sureness for us to do what we do, we have purpose. This fight is a real one 

          and not like “shadow boxing.” (see I Cor. 9:26 – “not as one that beateth the air”)

      3. The fight can be with self (see I Corinthians 9:27).

        a. “I keep under” is from the Greek (hupopiazo), which Thayer defines, to beat black 

            and blue, to smote so as to cause bruises and livid spots (self control, discipline).

III. Why Did You Do What You Did?  You play by the rules (Lawfully – II Tim. 2:5) 

A) Lawfully – legitimately (Spec. agreeably to the rules)
1. There are rules:

a. John 12:48 – He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one….

b. Matthew 7:21 – Not every one that saith unto me….

c. Romans 10:1-3 – Brethren, my hearts desire and prayer for God for….

1. The point of Romans 10:1-3 is that some want to play by their own rules.

CONCLUSION
I. Why Did You Do What You Did? You are competitors
II Why Did You Do What You Did? You are skillful
III. Why Did You Do What You Did? You play by the rules       
